
May 2015 


10 SmtWsCM 


Y Opens up on life in foster care, his 
passion for Pasadena, and tha million 
foot commitment for causes & charity 


Awareness, Acceptance, or Both? 

'VtittaC 'ZcuHaa. 







Advertise with ThaWilsonBlock Magazine and get an AD inside 
publication + Website + Social Media + Postcards 


*Order before June 10th and get 3 FREE ADs 


Your Your Your Your Your 


AD Event Site logo PSA 



Performing LIVE!!! 

L naqi^anvas p^s^ETia 


ITREETLAMPS 

Stage 


Greater Los Angeles, DTLA, Chinatown, 
Pasadena, Altadena, Culver City, Glendale, 
North Hollywood, West Hollywood, Hollywood 
Burbank, Baldwin Hills, Eagle Rock, Highland 
Park, Lincoln Heights, online, and more... 


Printing Sponsored by 


EIMD 

ALZHEIMER'S 


ThaWilsonBlock 

Magazine 

Released on tha 10 th of every month 


Mistah Wilson (626)817-6978 Pasadena, California - Since 1^42 

thawilsonMAG@gmail.com WWW. lhehouscorprinting.com 


www.thawilsonblock.com 







Full Page AD = $99.99 each 



$284.99 for 3 months (1 AD per issue) 
$554.99 for 6 months (1 AD per issue) 
$1094.99 for 1 Year (1 AD per issue) 


Mistah Wilson (626)817-6978 
thawilsonMAG@gmail.com 
www.thawilsonblock.com 

















The Premier Pu blication for Local Artists in Pasadena / Altadena 

Pasadena Music Scene 


Issue27 / Volume? 


Newsletter 


April 2015 


DEAR CITY OF PASADENA 


SYR' 



M _ 

WILL YOU EVER SUPPORT 
YOUR LOCAL ARTISTS? EVER? 


Real Quick, tho 

• Wildcard & Rough City LIVE 
@ The Terrace 5/17 

• Azo, Bing Bing, & McSteezy 
LIVE @ MMPF Club54 6/6/15 

• Terry Tornek is Pasadena’s 
new Mayor 

• One on One with Socialeyes 

• Exclusive Interview with Pasa- 
dena rapper TRUTH 

• Pasadena artist Imagine on 
booking shows, his favorite 
LIVE performers, and Advice 
for local artists 

• “Humble” by PokeyLo & Bigg 
Bump 

• Larry McZeal experiments 
with Socially Conscious Hip 
Hop 

• 2-Hye represents Pasadena in 
2015 Armenian Hip Hop Ci- 
pher 

• Jason Hardin wins .04% of 
mayoral election with 64 total 
votes 



Christopher Walker’s passing inspires 
call-to-action on local music scene 


Rest in Peace Chris- 
topher Walker of Altadena. I 
did not know you personally. 
Though your life was taken by 
gang violence, it was not in 
vein. Your 
sacrifice has 
inspired and 
given me a 
REASON to 
challenge my 
peers. To end 
tha meaning- 
less violence 
amongst our- 
selves. My 
heart grieves 
with your parents who loved 
you so much. You may be gone 
from us, but your life will 
save many. And you will remain 
in my prayers. 

It's time we realize what 
we're doing. Whose killing us? 
Chemtrails? GMO? Cops? Yea, 
maybe so. But, we are contrib- 


uting to it. Why are we kill- 
ing ourselves, though? Then 
think we have a right to 
blame other races for killing 
us. It's like, "only I have 
permission to 
hurt my people 
but you don' t. " 
Stop it. See, 
when you join a 
street gang, you 
declare war 
against your 
brother. We need 
to jump on 

this ttBringingltJogether move 
ment and put pressure back on 
our young people. . . as a com- 
munity. To re-channel our 
efforts. To find a new angle 
in society where gang members 
can have a worthy and noble 
cause. An angle that aligns 
us with building our commu- 


nity up, not tearing it down. 
Setting a new trend for our 
youth to follow. We must look 
at Walker's death and tha cur- 
rent state of African Ameri- 
cans and develop value for 
each other. . . since we see be- 
fore us how we're getting 
picked off. I understand it's 
tough. I see tha roots. But, 
if we aren't insane, then we 
need to recognize tha results 
of our actions against each 
other. Before I close, I also 
want to remind you. I'm not 
saying we can't love and ap- 
preciate where we're from, but 
tha violence has got to stop! 
Period. That is tha mission. I 
am an example of that. I don't 
gang bang, but it's 
ttWi IsonB lock 100 everywhere I 
go, feel me? Let's focus. Hit 
me up if you're wit tha unity 
movement. I have a plan. One 
love. ♦♦♦ 



DEN A rappers participate in the Verse 
Challenge Movement 


Pasadena artist 
Noy, known for his posi- 
tive, uplifting music and 
work ethic, is responsible 
for the latest trend breez- 
ing through Pasadena’s 
music scene. The Verse 
Challenge Movement has 
encouraged artists to re- 


cord video of a verse and 
post a thread. Word on 
tha net is that Brotha K 
-Rahn. from Live Above 
the Hype recorded tha 
dopest’ verse. Other art- 
ists whove participated 
were Paco Swartz, 
Philthy, PhatCat, 


Zoneiak McGee, DenaBoy 
Juce, and many others. 
This verse challenge is a 
great way for local rap- 
pers to promote them- 
selves on tha music scene. 
Upload yours and tag all 
of your friends. ♦ ♦ 
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2015 Autism Speaks Walk @The Rose Bowl 



Larry McZeal 

socially conscious trip hop 


Altadena musician Larry 
McZeal has told tha music scene 
that he is transitioning from lead- 
ing a band to becoming a socially 
conscious trip hop artist. Now, first 
off this only means good things for 
Altadena’ s eclectic music scene. 
McZeal told us that tha inspiration 
behind doing socially conscious trip 
hop is that he wants to use his mu- 
sic to unlock tha minds of his listen- 


ers, un- 


der standing how the energy in mu- 
sic can effect people. 



experimenting with 


McZeal is currently work- 
ing on lyrics & sound structure. “I 
want my music to spark conscious- 
ness in others,’’ says Larry. He says 
he’s looking forward to collaborating 
with other MC’s for his debut pro- 
ject. 


“Bands take a lot out of you. 
There’s an overwhelming responsi- 
bility,” says Larry. ♦ ♦ ♦ 


2-Hye represents Pasadena in 2015 Armenian Emcee Hip Hop 
Cypher 


It’s been a long time 
coming for Greezy G. Many of 2 
-Hye’s fans have been dis- 
pleased with the lack of recog- 
nition he’s received from other 
Armenian artists in the LA 
area. Nonetheless, he was con- 
tacted to participate in the 
2015 Armenian Hip Hop ci- 
pher. ..and he did damn good! 

The last thing he said in tha cipher was 



“Get my people to work together, f*** tha 
competition.” This is why we see 2-Hye as a 
leader of his people and culture. The Cy- 
pher presented by Pentagon Records. 
Hosted by R-Mean and DJ Scumbag. 
Featuring One 2, Mickey Mook, Apollo 
Poe, Pknuckle, @HollyHoodKidl, Black- 
Jack, 2-Hye, Nazo Bravo, Big E, Capital 
Z and R-Mean >4 4 
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What It Means to me to Perform 
at MakeMusicPasadena Festival 


I just wanted to be without 
reproach. I didn’t want to 
give anyone tha satisfac- 
tion of “telling me so”. I 
was losing my marbles. 
Frustrated over tha lack of 
opportunities. I felt like it 
was already over for me. 
But then 1 thought about 
tha potential scenarios. 1 
didn’t w ant to get in tha 
way of my opportunities 
then realize later that I 
actually had tha opportu- 
nity to do everything 1 
imagined... 


Visit thawilsonblock.com 
for Full Story 




Pasadena Public Libraries in need of new computers. 
Internet technology surpasses current hardware 


WILDCARD 

|;the campaign tour| 
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If you're lucky enough to 
live in Pasadena, you might know 
about it s beautiful little libraries 
stationed all across town. From the 
heights of Central Library to the 
humble Lamanda Park branch, 
Pasadena’s libraries have provided 
the community with resources for 
years. 


One of the main resources 
community members visit the li- 
brary for is to get on the internet. 

At this day and age, technology is 
evolving so fast that it’s leaving 
some of us behind. Internet technol- 
ogy has changed and it has become 
difficult for Pasadena Library com- 
puters to access common sites. 


There have been years of complaints 
that some of the computers crash 
when checking email or when apply- 
ing for jobs online. If our computers 
in the library aren’t up-to-date and 
functional, it prohibits members of 
the community to access much 
needed resources. Please donate to 
the City of Pasadena for new PCs. 
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Wanna Perform? 

• Live @ The Loft (Open Mic) Every 
Third Friday of the month. (2057 N. Los 
Robles ave. Pasadena, CA 91 104) FREE 
ADMISSION 

• Old Towne Pub (LIVE Music every 
night) 66 N. Fair Oaks ave in the alley 

• The Coffee Gallery (2029 N. Lake ave. 
Altadena, CA) 

• Perry’s Joint Open Mic & LIVE Jazz 
every Tuesday night 6p 

• Alkebu-Lan Center’s “Harvest Thurs- 
days FREE FOOD Program” every 
Thursday 3-6p (1435 N. Raymond ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91 103) 



May 201 5 
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Sat 
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Pasadena artist Imagine on booking 
shows, his favorite LIVE performers, and 
Advice for local artists 

In regards to booking the best 
shows, the homie Big Rob the 
Champ has it on lock in the 
SGV, Noa James in the IE and 
Young Baca has LA. Of course 
this is all tentative, as every- 
thing changes eventually. No 
one stays on top for too long. 

Additionally, the best thing for any local artist to do is to 
get out in the streets and go to the shows. Find out first- 
hand who's booking, who's got it poppin and all that! 

As far as acts go, the best live performers that I've seen 
include myself (haha its true though), Daejo and Kyrim 
were dope, Twin Towers are always solid performers. Bel- 
zar & Zzay are killin' it right now, too. There are some oth- 
ers, but I'm drawing a blank. There are definitely people 
out there killing it, just got to get out there and see it first 
hand. People need to be more open minded and network 
more. 
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One on One with each member of Pasadena music 
group Socialeyes 


Name 

Tone One: Socialeyes is Na- 
thanael Delgado (Nathanael 
Blaze), Alexander Lopez (Shy 
Kevin) & myself, Freddy Marro- 
quin (Tone One) 

Hometown 

Nathanael Blaze: I was born 
and raised in Monrovia 
Shy Kevin: I was born in Co- 
vina and raised in Pasadena 
Tone One: I was born in Monte- 
bello and raised Monrovia 



Mem- 
bers 
since 

Shy 
Kevin: 

So- 
cialeyes 

started in Winter of 2013 with 
Tone One and myself. Nathanael 
Blaze joined January 2015. 

Why I joined 

Nathanael Blaze: We all started 
making music because it came 
naturally. 

Shy Kevin: Tone one and my- 
self were both drummers from a 
young age. Both of us were in 
multiple bands during high 
school. Nathanael Blaze has 


been writing poetry since the age 
of 1 1 . Music has been a part of 
our lives since as long as we can 
remember. I met Na- 
thanael Blaze at an art 
show through a mutual 
friend at a local skate 
shop. Tone One was 
DJing at the art show 
and Nathanael Blaze started 
freestyling and it caught my at- 
tention because at that time, 
when it was just Tone One and 1, 
we started to hit a bump in the 
road. We were colliding musi- 
cally and bump- 
ing heads con- 
tinuously. We 
eventually in- 
vited Nathanael 
to the studio. 

His rhymes 
were on point 
and on the same 

level as us. 

Nathanael Blaze: 1 didn’t really 
know where my place was in 
music, until I met Shy Kevin and 
Tone One. Prior to meeting these 
guys, I had never recorded with 
legit equipment, I was pumped 
to be enlisted into Socialeyes. 

I've worked with 

Tone One: I own a small studio 
that I run within my home. I was 
able to record a local punk band 


called Jurassic Shark. They are 
releasing a 7” inch vinyl record 
in a few months. I’m pretty ex- 
I cited about that. 
Shy Kevin: I’ve 
i ( work with a guy 
‘named Terrible 
Calm for while. 
We made a few 
songs together and I learned a lot 
from him. He basically showed 
me the ropes of recording and 
being an MC. 



I get inspiration from 

Shy Kevin: I get inspiration 
from the weather, shit I read, my 
mom, and all the people I’ve met 
on the bus. The world in general 
inspires me on a day to day ba- 
sis. 

Tone One: I get inspiration from 
a lot of my friends, since most of 
them are musicians and/or artist. 
They push me to keep creating. 
Nathanael Blaze: I get inspira- 
tion from my family and from all 
the bad things that have happen 
to me. I like to take all the bad 
things and make them positive. 
For example, witnessing my 
cousin go through drug addiction 
and ending up in jail. I took that 
and put into a song, so hopefully 
people listening will understand 
and not have to go through the 
same thing. 
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One on One with each member of Pasadena 
music group Socialeyes (continued) 


Tone One: I think I can speak 



I’m influenced by 

Nathanael Blaze: I’m influ- 
enced by Eminem, Tupac, Nas, 
A Tribe Called Quest, Atmos- 
phere, Big L, Hieroglyphics, and 
Mos Def. Just to name a few. 
Shy Kevin: I’m influenced by 
Madlib, Living Legends, Boards 
of Canada, J Dilla, Lootpack, 
Dilated Peoples, Pharcyde, 
Gangstarr, Beastie Boys, People 
Under the Stairs, MF DOOM, 
Portishead, The Locust. I can go 
on forever. 

Tone One: I’m influenced by 
Flying Lotus, MF DOOM, Mad- 
lib, Deftones, The Beat Junkies, 
Alex G, Portishead, Exile, DJ 
Premier, Capital Steez. I can 
name so many people, but that 
would take to long. Shy Kevin 
and Nathanael Blaze influence 
me a lot, they force me to make 
new beats and 
try new things 
with music that 
I’ve never done 
before. 

I love to perform 


for all of us, but we like to per- 
form local shows. Those are the 
best. 

My goals are 

Tone One: My goals are to keep 
making music for as long as I 
can, get my bachelors degree 
and get a good paying job so I 
can buy my mom a house. 

Shy Kevin: My goals are to 
keep up with this music, perfect- 
ing my flow, to reach out 
to true music lovers. 
Nathanael Blaze: My 
goals are to change the 
perception of society and 
to make people think a lit- 
tle bit more. 


giving all the things I needed to 
write. She gave me a jour- 
nal to write my rhymes 
and quotes everyday to 
inspire me. Lastly, shout 
out to my mom and dad 
because I wouldn’t be here 
without them. 

Shy Kevin: Shout out to 
my mom and pops, my 
whole family, for support- 
ing me. Shout out to the rest of 
Socialeyes for giving me the 
chance to make music with them 
and always keeping it right. 
Shout out to all my musician 
friends, keep doing what you’re 
doing! Lastly, shout out to the 
entire planet for giving for giv- 
ing shit to talk about. 

Tone One: Shout out to my 
mom for always supporting my 
music and being my biggest fan. 
Shout out to all the people that 
bump our music and share it 
with their friends. Shout out to 
Resistor Records for giving a 
place to buy records that I use to 
sample. 

Links 



Shy Kevin: I love to perform in 
my car, on the freeway haha. 
Nathanael Blaze: 1 like to per- 
form in front all my friends and 
take constructive criticism so I 
can improve. 


Shout outs 

Nathanael Blaze: Shout out to 
my homie Cheeks for introduc- 
ing me to Shy Kevin. Shout out 
to my teacher Mrs. McCarthy for 


You can follow us on Twitter 

@socialeyes 

Instagram @socialeyes_ 
Facebook.com/socialeyeshiphop 
Our music is on Sound- 
cloud, com/tonebeats 
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Pasadena rapper TRUTH exclusive interview with 
ThaWilsonBlock 


MISTAH WILSON : Yo, Truth, what’s good wit it, 
fam! Glad to have you here with us for this 
exclusive interview with ThaWilsonBlock. How 
ya’ been? TRUTH : I’ve been good bro. honored 
to be doing this interview, appreciate the op- 
portunity. 


MISTAH WILSON : So our readers get a clear 
understanding of 
who you are, 
would you mind 
giving us a quick 
background on 
yourself? 

TRUTH : I was 
born a twin to a 
Costa Rican 
immigrant, raised 
in Pasadena & 
surrounding 
areas, been 
doing my music 
for past 8yrs or so. 


MISTAH WILSON : It’s no secret you were raised 
in Pasadena. Where exactly did you grow up? 


artist. I’ve made quite a few connections thru 
networking which I utilize when necessary. 


MISTAH WILSON : You sent us some pretty dope 
tracks. “Devil is Dope” with Black Santa is a 
jewel. What was your relationship with him? 

TRUTH : Fat Rat a.k.a. Black Santa was a true 
friend, the music we did was classic, we did 



shows & wrote songs together. I met him & his 
“Ave Troops" thru mutual friend. It was respect 
from day one. He believed in me. He would 
always say like only he could "truth you got 
it". Miss him. Appreciate the times we had. 
Great as an artist. Even better as a friend. 


TRUTH : I’ve been blessed to work with Black 
Santa, Area 51, Foci, & lots of local creative 
producers. I would like to work with anyone 
driven enough to chase their dreams, & commit- 
ted enough to see it thru. 


MISTAH WILSON : “Blast Off’ is pretty dope as 
well. Punch lines and all. You gave yourself an 
opportunity to display your lyrical ability. What 
message are you trying to send 
through your music? 

TRUTH : I try & give my listeners good 
music to listen to with a positive 
message attached. Even songs about 
tragedy can have a silver lining. In 
songs like blast off I showcase my 
lyrical ability because thats my roots, 
its why I ever started writing. I take 
pride in what I do. 


MISTAH WILSON : What current projects 
do you have out? 

TRUTH : Currently working on new album entitled 
“Motivation". My 3yr old son has changed my 
life. My views have changed along with my 
motives. He is one of my biggest motivating 
factors. 


TRUTH : My early years were spent in the house 
my late grandfather owned on Palm Terrace, 
from there my mom moved us around form 
Summit to Loma Alta (the meadows), & even 
out to Pomona/Montclair area for a bit. I was 
raised in church, attended St. Barnabus on Fair 
Oaks & was usually at Jackie Robinson or vic- 
tory park for summer youth programs, my mom 
tried her hardest to keep us out of trouble & 
in the books, she would go as far as creating 
fake addresses to get us into different schools. 


MISTAH WILSON : What inspired the “L A Times” 
music video and who did you work with to put 
together? 

TRUTH : L.A. Times was inspired strictly by my 
love of Southern Cali. Tried to make the song 
feel like life here in LA The beat was bought 
online. The video production was the work of 
my cousin Marlon Hunter aka M. Holla. 


MISTAH WILSON : So, there’s a new wave moving 
through tha music scene: tha Verse Challenge 
Movement. What is it and how did you get 
involved? 

TRUTH : V.C.M is a platform for local artist to 
display themselves. It is a positive forum to 
express yourself & to network with other artist 
doing the same. All credit goes to Noy Burns 
for putting it together. Shows we an do any- 
thing we put our minds to. 


MISTAH WILSON : Are you an independent artist 
or do you have a management team? 

TRUTH : I am completely independent as an 


MISTAH WILSON : What artists have you worked 
with and would like to work with? 
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TRUTH interview (continued) 


MISTAH WILSON : From your perspective, what’s 
your take on tha current state of tha local 
music scene in Pasadena and abroad? 

TRUTH : Local music scene currently is very 
talented & very deep. A lot of competition 
right now which I believe is working against 
us. Too much competitiveness. No one is 
willing to work together for a greater cause. 

Too many egos in the way. Too many chiefs, 
not enough Indians. 

MISTAH WILSON : What about mainstream? Do 
you think it’s getting easier or harder for 
local artists to surface? 

TRUTH : Mainstream has improved from what it 
was just 3-4 short yrs ago but its still a far 
cry from what it was in the 90s. Artist such 
as J. Cole, Kendrick Lamar, & Aloe Blacc are 
some of artist floating thru my playlist. I feel 
its tougher than ever to break thru into 
mainstream now simply because of the volume 
of artist out there. Knowing how to network 
& which tools you need an help greatly. 
Learning from your mistakes is a huge part of 
the journey. 

MISTAH WILSON : We like to ask all of our 
artists we interview: Who are some of your 
musical influences that motivated you to become 
tha artist you are today? 

TRUTH : Tupac’s storytelling has always been a 
huge influence & inspiration to me. As far as 
raw lyrics Big L, Biggie, Eminem, Cassidy, Mack 
10, & T.I., and Ras Kass. 

MISTAH WILSON : Where do you pull inspiration 
from when writing new music or coming up 
with concepts for new projects? 

TRUTH : I pull inspiration from everywhere. It 
could be the mood I’m in. my son inspires a 
lot of my thoughts. I like to write about strug- 
gles & the hope everybody has to overcome 
them. 

MISTAH WILSON : What has been the most chal- 



lenging thing for you when pursuing a career in 
music? 

TRUTH : The most challenging thing in music 
career is not being able to stop. My passion 


won’t allow me to and that can be hard at 
times. Especially when logic says spending time 
on other things would be more profitable. I’ve 
tried stepping away. It’s at those times I get 
the urge the worst. I write constantly. Receipts, 
palms, my order taking pad at work, anything I 
can write on I will. 


to tha community to you? 

TRUTH : Giving back is huge. I feel as though 
my environment produced me. Every part of it. 
Your environment can guide you or lead you 
astray. I wound up in 
prison for a short period 
because I put myself 
around that type of 
environment. Being in 
there also had an influ- 
ence on who I am today. 
If I an help create an 
atmosphere that helps 
others be better human 
beings I’m all for it. 


positive, encouraging 
words do you have for 
aspiring artists coming 
up? 

TRUTH : To new artist...l 
would say be prepared. 

Do your research. Make 
sure there is a message 
and a motive to your 
music. Hard work really 
does pay off. And last but not least BE TRUE 
TO YOURSELF! 

MISTAH WILSON : Where can we find your music 
and stay updated with the latest? 

TRUTH : Truth music prod, is only site currently. 
Other is under construction as we speak. Big 
things & new album coming. 


MISTAH WILSON : What 


MISTAH WILSON : What are some of the more 
rewarding things you’ve encountered along tha 
journey? 

TRUTH : Most rewarding thing is the fans. It’s 
when people ask to hear a song again or when 
others know the words to my song because 
they can relate. That’s what I do it for. That’s 
the best feeling in the world. 

MISTAH WILSON : How important is giving back 


MISTAH WILSON : Yo, Truth, thanks for coming 
through for this exclusive interview with ThaWil- 
sonBlock. It’s been awesome, man! Got any 
shout outs, let’s hear em! 

TRUTH : Shout outs to DJ True 1 29, Foci, The 
whole Area 51 amp, DufflebagDixon, the late 
great Black Santa, & the entire City of Pasa- 
dena. Thanks again fam>44 


Stay 
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Perspective by Mistoh Wilson 



Awareness, Acceptance, or Both? 

When I was 9 years old, I was placed in a group home with autistic children in 
Gardena, CA. It was shortly after living institutionalized as a juvenile in Oregon. Initially, I was 
a ward of the court of Los Angeles, or the state of California (however you want to look at it). 
After being in custody as an 8 year old kid in Oregon, I’m assuming their assessment of my 
behavior qualified me as an autistic child. 

Special I was, but definitely not autistic. I was flown back to Los Angeles on 
March 1 st , 1999 and placed in Femys Four Group Home in Gardena, CA. At the time I was 
living there, the facility kept at least one autistic child. Sometimes older sometimes younger. 

But regardless of who was labeled as such, the facility (which was simply just a home) housed 
‘special’ kids. Kids with mental health issues, unruly behavior, and all that. 

During my time there, I remember the parents of one of the autistic children 
came to see their son. In this case, however, this ‘kid’ was around the age of 18. Curiosity 
sparked when I realized that Christopher (the autistic child) was able to receive anything that 
you told him. If you put your hands up for a Hi-Five he’ll follow through. If you give him an 
expression of offering him something, he’ll take it. 

A few years down the line, I was moved to a group home near Van Ness & 
Florence in South Central Los Angeles. This facility housed two autistic children. They were 
both older than me and actually quite smart. After living with them for roughly a year, I 
developed a special love & appreciation for those with autism. But, not just an appreciation, but 
acceptance. 

As I took part in the 2015 Autism Speaks Walk with friends, it led me to wonder 
if I was walking for autism awareness, as you would for breast cancer, or for autism acceptance. 
Autistic people are very special people. Similar to young children, they remind me of our 
innocence we possess as people. Breast cancer is a disease, autism is a condition. A disorder. We 
shouldn’t accept having to live with breast cancer but for autism, that’s just the way they are. 
And we ought to find it in ourselves to accept them as our own. To love them as a part of the 
human family. 

When I participate in the walk for autism next year, I will be walking for both 
Autism Awareness and Acceptance. The awareness is to remind people of our brothers and 
sisters who are in constant need of care. And to hopefully encourage or inspire compassionate 
people to dedicate their lives. Because we have to take care of each other. A man has his own 
responsibility, but the community is everyone’s responsibility. I will also be walking for autism 
acceptance. I will personally engage with the autistic and demonstrate a sense of acceptance for 
all my peers to see. 


The problem 
is not the 
problem. 

The problem 
is your 

attitude about 
the problem. 

Do you 
understand? 


Captain Jack sparrow 


YOU NEVER 
KNOW WHO NEEDS 
YOU. GOOD ENERGY 
IS CONTAGIOUS. 



Hudson & Claremont Intersection In Pasadena. I’ve passed through 
this street plenty. Sometimes, me and friends will kick It on tha stairs 
on Claremont Just East ot Hudson. 

To me, Hudson was always an exclusive block. It was one oi tha 
streets on tha wesfside that reminded me ot Wilson Avenue because it 
had It’s own character. 

Claremont is a prime street to me in Pasadena. It’s tha closest cross 
street to where I grew up on Wilson Ave. I usually walk Claremont it 
I’m coming back irom Fair Oaks direction or it I’m taking Hudson or 
Pal Terrace down tha street. Claremont is a special street to me. 
Although Hudson & Claremont isn’t “in my hood”, I still respect it. 







Belvidere Is another small street that has been part 
ol my tailored route through tha Pasadena 
community. For as long as I’ve been passing 
through this street, I’ve always been indecisive 
when it comes to choosing what street I was going 
to walk up or down: Palm Terrace or Hudson Ave. 



On tha other side oi Lake Avenue, Belvidere St. turns 
into Bell St. up until Chester Ave. Belvidere is a 
street that runs from Lake to El Molino between 
Mountain and Claremont. When I was homeless in 
Pasadena, this Is tha area I would find a place to 
sleep. It was still close to Bungalow Heaven, my 
original neighborhood. 







Mistah Wilson Photography 
thawilsonblock.com 
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AMih, Herbert St. This little street was part oi tny tailored route to and 
from tha lake & Washington area tor a long time. I had good days 
and bad days while passing through this street. 

There are theses little dogs who always bark at me when I pass by. On 
several occasions, their barking got tha best oi me. I would be sad 
and depressed on my way back up and I get these two dogs yapping 
at me. When yon walk a street so often, little things like that can 
eiiect you... lor better or worse. 


On tha bright side of this block, I know some good 
people who live here. It’s always love when we see 
each other along tha way. In (act, one of my artist 
buddies lives over here. Herbert St. definitely has a 
place in my book... through it all. 



I’ve met with this intersection everyday (or months on end during my 
Journey in Pasadena. It’s not a place I would kick it, or anyone tor 
that matter, but I would walk through it on my tailored route to tha 
lake & Washington area. 

Mountain is a significant street to me. Mountain runs through 
ThaWilsonBlock, and yes, tha very area I grew up in. Tha 
southernmost street bordering McDonald Park. 

Oakland, on tha other hand, I’ve spent a lot oi time on that street 
while receiving services at Hathaway-Sycamores. Even though 
Oakland is on tha westside, it’s a block I’ve walked up and down 
everyday. 




leadership 


is about making others better 
as a result of your presence and 
making sure that impact lasts in 
your absence. 


— Sheryl Sandberg 
COO of Facebook 






Let no one 
discourage 
your ambitious 
attitude. 

You don't 

need a fan 

club to achieve 
your goals. 

Be your own 
motivation. 




his passion for 
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Pasadena, and 

mg' 

million foot 

commitment for 

, ... 

causes & charity 






The foster care system in Los Angeles has been a blessing in disguise to me. I mean, let’s 
face it. Nothing in life is necessarily ‘easy’ for anyone. Regardless of how much money we may have, we 
still must face our own demons. So quite naturally, I didn’t go through anything harsher than tha next 
person while under the care of DCFS and probation. 

Growing up in the foster care system has done me a great justice! I can’t tell you how 
many former foster youth might share my story. I want to share my testimony and focus people’s 
attention on tha good that comes from tha coordination from social workers, clinicians, and such to 
assure tha safety of children in America. Many youth go through tha system with a chip on their 
shoulder. Emotionally torn and mentally distorted. I was one of those kids. From tha mental institution 
to county jail. I’ve been there. 

For many years of my young life I found it hard to accept love. Giving love wasn’t so 
much a battle. It led me to get in tha way of valued relationships and opportunities. While growing up 
in tha foster care system, I experienced neglect. I knew what it felt like to be a ‘nobody’. I was always 
different. Wasn’t so much a bad kid, just rebellious. And many times for no reason lol. But hey, I was a 
kid then. 



Growing up in tha foster care allowed me to be properly taken care... for tha most part. 
I didn’t miss meals. I had a room and a bed. Who knows how I would’ve turned out if I grew up in tha 
projects with my biological siblings. With heavy influence in tha inner-city survival regiment, chances are 
I could have been easily misled into a life of gang banging, selling drugs, or anything of that nature. Today, 
I have reconnected with my biological family and I love them very much. 

In fact, as a foster kid with a testimony to tha positive effects of tha system, I want to 
bring attention to tha fact that even my family did their best to get me back. That everything that 
happened was in God’s hands.There is no blaming. There are no hard feelings. I am fortunate to be one 
of those kids who understands tha challenges we must face that may set us back or throw us off track. 

As I age out of tha system, I want to inform foster youth everywhere that if you work 
tha system, it will work for you! It starts with a willing mind. Run tha program. Do what you have to do 
to move forward. It could always be much worse. I want foster youth everywhere to know that even 
though we have our issues, we are still responsible for our own lives.Tha best thing to do is focus on 
tha positive. Allow your frustrations to be fueled into something you love to do. Never be afraid of 
who you are. At tha end of tha day, we all have to live with ourselves. 





It’s where I grew into the man I am today. It’s where I transitioned from Junior High to High School. It 
was where I was the man on the basketball court. They use to call me young 80% lol. Pasadena plays a 
major part in my journey. I was brought here by a good man and father who lived on Wilson ave. He 
opened up his home just for me and became a foster parent with tha intent of giving me a better life. 
As an adolescent, I had a hard time realizing how good I had it. My attitude eventually led me to move 
around to group homes in other areas. But, my heart was in Pasadena. 

When I made the conscience decision to become an artist in Pasadena, I knew there 
were other artists out here but I wasn’t yet familiar with tha scene. It was something I cared about. 
Where do I go to get in touch with the local music scene? Where do I get started? That motive fueled 
my journey as an artist and activist. 

For as long as I’ve lived in Pasadena, I’ve walked tha streets.The city became a very 
familiar place. It was so different compared to life in South Los Angeles. I wasn’t use to seeing Squirrels 
run across tha street or tha ambience from animals in tha trees. 

Growing up on Wilson Avenue means a lot to me. When I chose the name of my 
company, or movement (what is now known as ThaWilsonBlock), there was never any debate about 
what I was going to call it. There was never an alternative primary title for what I wanted to do. It was 
just always. . .ThaWilsonBlock 




Today, Pasadena is a very special place to me. Although our relationship may be bittersweet at times, it 
has too much to do with my journey to ever turn away from it. I was destined to grow up here.Tha 
pride & culture of Pasadena is strong. Tha thing that always brings me back is more than just familiarity, 
I feel I have unfinished business here. Because this is where I started, I’ve invested so much in my vision 
and tha things I believe will happen for me. 

With all due respect to my fellow Pasadenans (especially tha ones who were born and raised here lol) 
my “Passion for Pasadena” is nearly unmatched. Since I started promoting Pasadena artists back in 
2008, I’ve made sure I went tha extra few miles everyday. When they told me I couldn’t unite tha local 
music scene, I worked harder. When they got together and laughed at me, I ran tha LA Marathon. But 
as quiet as kept, my ambition has been driven by tha need to help my own situation. To get off tha 
streets.To find my way in life. 

In tha near future, I see myself shining bright. And to all tha Pasadena artists who have worked with me 
and are open to working with me, we’re going straight to tha top! Not because someone’s going to 
give it to us, but because we’re going to earn it. Pasadena will be an elite music scene in tha world. And 
they will know us like they know Compton. 




A couple of years ago, I felt a genuine desire to want to help the world. That’s what 
happens when you’re young innocent. In my head, I felt I could do whatever it took to make the world 
a better place. When I started doing long-distance walks for causes, it was simply because I had nothing 
to do. I stood for so much but didn’t have the time, nor did anyone really have the patience, to hear me 
out. At first, it was so misguided. So aimless. But, I took it one step at a time. From my point of view, no 
one quite understood why it would be worth it to participate. Many didn’t. And to be honest, I don’t 
really expect anybody to be able and/or willing to walk 10+ miles for a common cause. 

It was October 20 1 3, shortly after the 27mile walk from Altadena to Gardena. I had no 
sponsor or fundraiser agreement with any organization so I had to figure out a way to give my a cause 
a purpose. I took it upon myself to make a commitment for causes and charity by walking a million feet 
to raise money and awareness for orgs who are on the front lines of the work I advocate for. After 
participating in the 2015 Autism Speaks Walk @ the Rose Bowl on April 21 st , I am currently at 173.2 
miles for causes and charity on my mission to a million feet (190 miles). 

Today, my commitment has evolved. It’s become more to me than just a commitment. It 
has pumped life into everything I do. It has given me exclusive, authentic content. It has given me a 
platform to get my voice heard and provide a platform for others. My million foot commitment has 
instilled standards and core values in what I do and how I useThaWilsonBlock. Eventually, our 
community outreach efforts will determine our rank as members ofThaWilsonBlock. Upon registering, 
members will be making a one million foot commitment for causes & charity. And they will have badges 




10 Sentences That 
Nay Change Your 
Perspective on Lite. 

#1 People aren’t against you; They are for themselves. 

#2 Climb mountains not so the world can see you, but so 
you can see the world. 

#3 You learn more from failure than from success. Don’t 
let it stop you. Failure builds character. 

#4 The most dangerous risk of all, is not taking any risk at 

all. 

#5 Go where you’re celebrated, not where you’re 
tolerated. 

#6 The person who spends the most time in your life is 
yourself. Better try and make yourself as interesting as 
possible.© 

#7 If you accept your limitations you go beyond them. 

#8 People often say that motivation doesn’t last. Well, 
neither does bathing. That’s why we recommend it daily.© 

#9 Everyone you meet is afraid of something, loves 
something, and has lost something. 

#10 Comfort is the enemy of achievement. 
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GREAT 

LEADERSHIP 

QUOTES: 


— I 'ONE’S PHILOSOPHY IS MOT BEST EXPRESSED I M WOPDS: IT IS 

EXPRESSED IM THE CHOICES ONE MAKES... AMD THE CHOICES WE 
MAKE APE ULTIMATELY OUR RESPONSIBILITY' 

I • ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

'LEADERSHIP IS SOLVING PROBLEMS. THE DAV SOLDI EPS STOP 
BRINGING VOU THEIR PROBLEMS IS THE DAV YOU HAVE STOPPED 
LEADINO THEM. THEY HAVE EITHER LOST COMF1 DENCE THAT VOU 
CAM HELP OR CONCLUDED VOU DO MOT CARE. EITHER CASE IS A 
FAILURE OF LEADERSHIP. * 

COLIN POWELL 


THE ULTIMATE MEASURE OF A IMAM IS MOT WHERE ME STANDS IM 
MOMENTS OF COMFORT BUT WHERE ME STANDS AT TIMES OF 
CHALLENGE AMD CONTROVERSY,* 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 


'BEFORE VOU APE A LEADER. SUCCESS IS ALL ABOUT GROWING 
VOURSELF. WMEM VOU BECOME A LEADER. SUCCESS IS ALL ABOUT 
GROWING OTHERS.” 

JACK WELCH 

'LEADERS AREN’T BORM TMEV ARE MADE AND TMEV ARE /MADE 
JUST LIKE ANYTHING ELSE. THROUGH MARD WORK. AMD 
THAT’S TME PRIOE WE LL MAVE TO PAV TO AOMIEVE TM AT COAL. 

OR AMY COAL * 

VINCE LOMBARDI 


’MANAGEMENT IS ABOUT ARRANGING AMD TELLING LEADERSM IP 
IS ABOUT NURTURING AMD ENHANCING. 

TONI PETERS 








'COURAGE IS WHAT IT TAKES TO STAND UP AMD SPEAK; COUP AO E 
IS ALSO WM AT IT TAKES TO SIT DOWM AMD LISTEN ' 

WINSTON CHURCHILL 



"VOU MUST BE THE CMAMOE VOU WISM TO SEE IN TME WORLD" 

MAHATMA GANDHI 



“PEOPLE BUV IMTOTME LEADER BEFORE TMEV BUV INTO 
TME VISION. " 

JOHN MAXWELL 


"TME KEVTO SUOOESSFUL LEADERSMIP TODAY IS INFLUENCE. 
NOT AUTHORITY" 

KENNETH BLANCHARD 


BRAND E R AT I 


THINGS MONEY 
CAN'T BUY: 


1. MANNERS 

2. MORALS 

3. RESPECT 

4. CHARACTER 

5. COMMON SENSE 

6. TRUST 

7. PATIENCE 

8. CUSS 

9. INTEGRITY 
10. LOVE 


STftEflGTHS BASED COACHIHG 

AT WORK DO YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO WHAT YOU DO BEST EVERY DAY? 



more likely to work in 
business units with lower 
turnover 



more likely to work in more 
productive business units 



more likely to work in 
business units with higher 
customer satisfaction 
scores 


2 FLAWED ASSUMPTIONS 


Each person can learn to be 
competent in almost 
anything. 



Each person’s greatest room 
for growth is in his or her 
areas of greatest weakness. 


THE RECOGNITION THAT OUR EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE IS AS IMPORTANT TO OUR SUCCESS 
, AS OUR IQ. , 






THE 

ONLY 


LIMITS 




ARE 


THE 

ONES 

YOU 

MAKE 


